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MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Minutes 


Elizabeth Williams, Secretary-Treasurer 


Annual Meeting 
Jackson, Mississippi 


October 17-19, 1946 


The Mississippi Library Association held its second postwar meeting 
in Jackson, October 17-19, 1946, its program focussed upon the stimulating 
theme, “Facing Today’s Library Challenge.” All sections of the state were 
represented. Librarians, keenly aware of the important job to be done in 
developing broader knowledge and understanding among the populations 
of their respective communities, came to the meeting in a spirit of optimism 
and cooperation hopeful of attaining helpful suggestions in making their 
library efforts more productive. In across-the-table discussions with fellow 
librarians, experiences and ideas were exchanged, problems were thrashed 
out, and a sympathetic ear was had to the inumerable difficulties and 
disheartening obstacles which had come to be the lot of most libraries during 
the crucial period just passed. In all, the meeting was an uplifting experience 
and gave some benefit to each in attendance. 


Prior to the first general session, delegates were invited to Open House 
at the State Board of Health’s Medical Library and at the Department of 
Archives and History. Many of the special tools and features of these 
“special” collections were on display. The State Board of Health Library 
featured a section of its scientific books for laymen, pointing out the avail- 
ability of these books to libraries throughout the State to help serve requests 
of readers. At the Department Archives and History, visiting librarians had 
the opportunity to inspect a number of original manuscripts of Mississippi 
authors and other interesting items. 


The first general sesion was held in the War Memorial Building audi- 
torium at 8 p.m., October 17, where delegates assembled to hear Dr. Paul 
Meek, President of the University of Tennessee Junior College, Martin, Ten- 
nessee. Dr. Meek, who was introduced by Mr. J. M. Tubb, State Superinten- 
dent of Education, spoke on his experiences in connection with the Tennessee 
Regional Library Service. He pointed out the value of community organiza- 
tions’ interest in library development and gave a summary of the work of 
the Tennessee Valley Authority and its excellent help in promoting regional 
library service throughout his state. He stressed the need for more facilities 
in reaching greater numbers of people, with special attention being given 
to visual education, extension of present film library facilities, and use of 
the radio in conducting programs concerning library service. The Library 
of the University of Tennessee Junior College, which is the agency responsi- 
ble for administering the regional program in Tennessee, has approximately 
15,000 volumes together with an additional 15,000 volumes provided for the 
regional program, and a $10,000 film library, Dr. Meek pointed out. The 
regional library services are reaching one-third of the State’s population 
and the results to date have proved encouraging. 
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Following Dr. Meek’s interesting discussion, the Association members 
and friends were invited to the Jackson Public Library, where they were 
greeted by Miss Pearl Sneed, librarian, assisted by other members of the 
staff, and where they had an opportunity to see the newly-decorated and 
attractive Jackson Public Library. Delightful refreshments were served the 
visitors. The work of Miss Sneed and her staff in making the Jackson Library 
a constructive influence for community development was much in evidence. 


The second general session opened Friday morning, October 18, in the 
Robert E. Lee Hotel Convention Hall with Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee, President, 
presiding. Greetings were read from Miss Mary U. Rothrock, President of 
the American Library Association and from Francis Davis, Hattiesburg. 
Vicksburg was complimented for having such excellent representation, hav- 
ing present all members of the Public Library Staff and three trustees. 
Attention was called to the attractive programs provided for the Associa- 
tion through the courtesy of the Dixie Book Bindery, for which the president 
expressed appreciation to its manager, Mr. E. H. Young. Following routine 
announcements, Miss Eleanor Harkins, Librarian, Delta State Teachers 
College, was called upon to introduce the first guest speaker, Mrs. Lois 
Rainer Green, Director Public Library Service Division, Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 


Mrs. Green gave interesting highlights on the library pictures of other 
states and encouraged Mississippi librarians to aim at higher levels of serv- 
ice with the hope of ultimately winning sufficient public support to realize 
these aims. She pointed out that the library is competing with other agencies 
as an agent of information, enlightenment, and recreation. Each demands 
support and it seems necessary to integrate the program of library service 
with other programs in order to minimize any competition. To do effective 
library work, some means must be found to attract that large percentage of 
non-users if there is to be the widest possible diffusion of knowledge among 
all groups. Library extension service is considered one of the most helpful 
means of attaining this goal. Also, well-trained and well-qualified librarians 
are highly essential and the job must be sufficiently attractive to appeal to 
such individuals. Mrs. Green pointed out that it is just as much a function 
of state and national government to support a library program as to 
support other educational programs, public and health, agricultural ex- 
tension, and public welfare programs. The library is a place for a continuing 
education after the individual leaves school. Great good has resulted in the 
state aid given library programs throughout the country. Mrs. Green cited 
in particular the achievements in Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, North Caro- 
lina, Michigan, Massachusetts, Washington and Louisiana. Alabama has 
a training program for librarians of small libraries which is paid for through 
the Vocational Division of the State Department of Education. “The res- 
ponse to our appropriations request were so gratifying”, Mrs. Green stated, 
“that it proves that librarians are too meek in making sufficient requests 
for funds. Indecision brings its own delays. Begin a program and it will 
grow if one works vigorously toward that end.” 


The next paper on the program, “Mississippi Libraries—Present and 
Future’”’ was scheduled to be presented by Miss Frances Davis, Librarian of 
the Hattiesburg Public Library and a member of the Mississippi Library 
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Commission Board. In Miss Davis’ absence, Mrs. Eunice Eley, Secretary of 
the Mississippi Library Commission, spoke on this subject. 


Mrs. Eley stated that we should face the facts in Mississippi and try to 
go about solving our library problems in the light of what other states 
have done. As to how many libraries we have in the State at this time, it 
is hard to say without qualifying the statement. Only so many of the 
counties measure up to some standard. A county must pay a minimum of 
$1,000 for library support and also must make some provision for getting 
books to the people if it is to be classified as a county library. This usually 
means a bookmobile, of which there are only four in the State. A few of 
the counties manage to maintain branch library facilities. Not having some 
such facilities is like having only one postoffice in a county for getting 
the mail to all the people. Apparently library service must be sold to the 
people of the various counties. 


In Mississippi there are 30 counties that have libraries which provide 
a minimum of $1,000 support. Only ten of these counties make any provision, 
through deposit stations or motor vehicle service, for getting books to the 
people in the county. Some counties have small, poorly supported libraries 
that have too few books and other facilities to be called county libraries. 
Out of the 82 counties in the state there are 32 counties that do not have 
a public library witHin their border. To improve the small, substandard 
library service in many counties, there is need for more supervision and 
direction. Summer institutes where library custodians can come together 
and discuss their problems and plans, would greatly help. 


The appropriation for the State Library Commission’s program was 
raised by the 1946 Legislature from $12,500 to $30,000 for the biennium. 
Mrs. Eley mentioned some legislation sponsored by the Commission: a 
law passed in 1944 allows municipalities to vote a one-mill tax levy for 
library support; a law in 1946 allows counties to levy a one-half mill tax for 
library support. These give legal authority to go ahead with the development 
of libraries, and two counties have already begun a library program with 
the benefit of this one-half mill tax. 


It was pointed out that of the 38 county and municipal (public) libraries 
of the State, there were only 7 with professionally-trained librarians. To 
change this picture, Mrs. Eley stated that we must work together, take 
courage and not give up hope—just keep on trying. Larger units of service 
are needed—larger areas of service. Two or three counties should get 
together and establish essential service, pooling resources, and having over- 
all trained supervision. Mississippi is one of the few Southern States with 
no regional library service. There is need to break county lines, open school 
libraries during holidays. Everyone profits by this for the school library 
child and the public library child is one and the same child. 


There is need for librarians to be as active in working for state aid as 
club women are. There must be a real force united behind this movement 
if there is to be any degree of success. On federal aid, too, we need a plan— 
to know exactly what we are aiming for—something to fit into the whole 
region. 
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Mrs. Eley reported on the meeting of the A.L.A. Council at Buffalo, 
on which she represented the Library Association of Mississippi. Of interest 
was the recommendations made by the Board on Personnel Administration on 
salaries. It was recommended that the minimum beginning professional 
librarian’s salary should not be less than $2100; the minimum for the sub- 
professional workers would not be less than that prevailing in the community. 
A minimum increase of 33 percent of a librarian’s salary in 1941 should be 
made to take care of increased costs of living. Mississippi is far short on any 
of these recommendations. In making up a library budget, 65 to 75 percent 
may be spent for salaries; $2.00 per capita furnishes good library service; 
$1.50 furnishes reasonably good service; $1.00 per capita limited service. 


Mrs. Eley concluded her remarks by urging all librarians, trustees and 
others concerned with improving library service to work together toward 
this end. 


Mrs. Augusta B. Richardson, Librarian of the Alcorn County Library, 
Corinth, and Vice-President of the Association, gave an able explanation of 
the Tennesse Valley Library Council Survey and how it concerns Mississippi. 
In its desire to advance library efforts for regional development, the TVLC 
Survey proposes to consider some of the deficiencies of libraries in the 
Southeastern States and factors which keep them from making maximum 
contribution to improvement of living. The seven Valley states under consid- 
eration are Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky, North 
Carolina and Virginia. In order to achieve the purposes of the Survey, there 
must be obtained detailed information about library facilities available. 
It is desired that library leadership accept financial and professional res- 
ponsibility for the state. The TVLC will coordinate efforts to make the 
survey and will also provide professional and administrative direction for 
the whole project. This will provide headquarters in Knoxville, Tennessee, 
and a skilled Survey Director. A great deal of volunteer work must be done 
in the state. It is hoped that the Association will raise some funds to pro- 
mote this Survey within the state. 


Outcomes expected of the Survey are: 

1. Accurate, detailed and comprehensive picture of library facilities useful 
and available in aid of regional development. 

2. Emphasis of library activities in the Southeastern states toward accumu- 
lating and making readily accessible books and other materials relating 
to regional resources and problems. 

3. State Library Association, through information and experience acquired 
in making survey, will draft and carry through an action program 
designed to overcome library deficiencies. 


At the TVLC meeting in May 1946, Dr. E. W. McDiarmid, Consultant, 
stressed the following major needs: 1. Additional funds (federal, state 
and local); 2. Better coordination of efforts of all types of libraries at 
state and local level; 3. Further study and experimentation in all fields of 
library service. Dr. McDiarmid pointed out that the aims of the survey are 
to: 1. Determine kind of library service we need; 2. Determine how exist- 
ing libraries measure up to need; 3. Determine how we may obtain kind of 
service we need. Also discussed were educational needs considerd important 
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to the Valley area. The Survey hopes ta determine in present status. of 
library service in this region: 1. in terms of geographic and population 
average; 2. in terms of financial support; 3. in terms of books and material 
resources; 4. in terms of personnel available (quantitative and qualitative) ; 
5. in terms of physical equipment; 6. in terms of types of services rendered; 
7. in terms of people reached. 


Methods to be used in making the survey imejude: 1. Circularization 
of organizations and agencies to determine their needs which can be served 
by modern library service; 2. Selection of samplings 9f people to determine 
their needs; 3. Collection of following information from existing libraries: 


1. Book resources 
Total number, scope and coverage, research materials. 


. Population to be served 


. Library staff (educational and professional qualifications of each) 


2 

3 

4. Expenditures for staff and for books 

5. Specialized types of services provided, and extent of use. 
6 


. Extent library is used in terms of both registration and circulation. 
Other items to be incorporated would be study of existing and potential 
financial resources, and study of selected libraries to determine if physical 
equipment is adequate for modern library service. 


ORGANIZATION: The Tennessee Valley Library Council would set 
up an Executive Committee and be responsible for over-all management of 
Survey. Each state library association would be invited to participate and 
would have a representative to serve on advisory committee; also would 
select a State Survey Committee to: 1. Handle collection of information in 
state; assemble for region as a whole; 2. Determine, initiate, and administer 
additional information needed in library program of the state; 3. Devise 
and submit to State Library Association an action program based on 
information collected both regionally and locally. 


CITIZENS’ LIBRARY MOVEMENT and 
TRUSTEES LUNCHEON 


Miss Elizabeth Wise, State Publicity Director of the Citizens’ Library 
Movement, was in charge of luncheon arrangements and ticket sales. The 
long banquet table was beautifully decorated with chrysanthemums and at 
each place there was a printed folder with the program and menu and also 
a membership card for joining the Citizens’ Library Movement. Ninety- 
seven people were present, representing library trustees and citizens’ groups 
throughout the state. 


Mr. Jameson C. Jones, State Chairman of the Citizens’ Library Move- 
ment, presided. Mr. Jones explained the objectives of the Citizens’ Library 
Movement, and pointed out that in a year’s time it had nearly 3,000 paid 
members representing nearly 100 different organizations. Because the chief 
aim of the C L M is to promote interest in the development of all types of 
libraries in the State, it voted to assume the $1200.00 expense necessary for 


[7] 








Mississippi to participate in the proposed Southeastern Library Survey. Mr. 
Jones also called attention to the fact that the Citizens’ Library Movement 
is supported and working with the Mississippi Lilbary Association’s Legisla- 
tive Committee for $70,000 appropriation for the Library Commission and 
for $105,000 for state aid to public libraries. 


Lilly May Galyean, C L M Secretary and Treasurer gave the following 
financial report: . 


MISSISSIPPI CITIZENS’ LIBRARY MOVEMENT 
FINANCIAL REPORT 


From October 19th, 1945, to October 18th, 1946: 




















Receipts: Membership Dues.................................- $201.97 
Gifts te 48.97 

$250.94 
Expenses: Stationery........................... 64.37 
Postage...... 39.50 

Balance in Security Bank, Corinth $147.07 





Mrs. M. M. Foster, of Tupelo, and Mrs. V. R. Lackey, of Forest, dis- 
cussed the means by which their counties secured the one-half mill levy, Lee 
and Scott counties being the first two in the State to benefit by this new law. 


One of the chief contributions to the Luncheon Program was an inspiring 
talk by Mrs. Mary Cain, editor of the Summit Sun, who spoke on the rela- 
tionship between the public library and the newspaper. 


Excerpts from the three above mentioned talks are given below: 


Mrs. V. R. Lackey, Chairman, Scott County Library Board, spoke on 
securing the one-half mill tax levy for library support. She said the library 
had “sold” itself to the people in the one year of its existence and that it 
was not difficult to sell the County Board of Supervisors on the idea of 
giving money to support it. She gave a great deal of credit for the success 
of the library to Mrs. Bishop, the librarian, who had worked tirelessly to 
develop a good library. She said also that if the last legislative session had 
not given counties authority to levy this one-mill tax, their library would 
have been in great trouble and probably had to close, as the county had no 
money in its regular funds for the library. 


Talk by Mrs. M. M. Foster, Chairman, Lee County Library Board: 
THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF BEING A LIBRARY TRUSTEE 


“Frankly, there are many who would not accept this responsibility if 
they realized the thinking, scheming, planning, just plain hard work it 
takes if we make our library just half what it should be. Neither do we 
realize the pleasure that comes from knowing our community, meeting 
lovely people—and some not so lovely—working with those of mutual 
interest toward a goal - - - a library that we know will contribute toward 
making our community a better place in which to live. 
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“The opinions I am going to express are the opinions of our Board. 
These opinions have been formed by reading everything we could get that 
has been printed on the subject and visiting and talking to librarians and 
trustees from the smallest town and the largest city and from our own 
experience. 


“We believe when you accept the appointment to membership of a 
library board, you are accepting an “honor that calls for your active, en- 
thusiastic and unselfish effort on behalf of your library. (There is a high 
correlation between good libraries and good boards)”. ““Common sense, tact 
and perseverance will solve every problem. It must be remembered that the 
individual board member has no power to act for the library in any way, it 
is always the board as a unit that holds this responsibility and powers, yet 
a strong board is composed of energetic and active individuals. 


“A continuous duty of a trustee is to broaden his own knowledge of 
library service and its possibilities. The quickest and pleasantest way for 
a trustee to catch the spirit of the library world and to learn its methods is 
by attending national, state and district meetings for acquaintanceship with 
librarians and trustees. 


“The trustee’s community contacts are most important. He is usually 
more familiar with the community than the librarian is, and he should at 
all times talk for the library in the community, both on formal occasions 
and informally when opportunity presents. 


“Much of the board’s work will demand considerable time outside of 
board meetings. The regular meeting at a specified date and hour is when 
official action is taken on all matters concerning the library.’’ Did you 
notice I said “specific date’’ and “hour”? Meeting should begin on time and 
close on time. I emphasize close on time. Members should be regular in 
attendance. “‘A good presiding officer has the ability to get discussion 
from all members and above all to bring discussions to the point of conclu- 
sive vote. Successful meetings, are impossible without careful planning and 
preparation. 


“The board of trustees is the legislative or policy determining body 
for the library. Its primary concern is with formulating the program of 
service and with supplying the means for carrying it out. By that, I mean 
deciding on such matters as extent of education; training and experience 
for library employees, approximate proportions of the budget to be assigned 
to different items of expenditure, salaries, boks, etc., days and hours to keep 
library open, vacation, sick leave for staff members, conditions governing 
establishment of branches or bookmobile service, amount and kind of publi- 
city for library.” 


‘The public has a right to know what the library is doing. They are 
paying the bills, you know. The public will feel more kindly toward the 
library when it understands its aims and achievements. A definite plan for 
interpreting the board’s policies to the public is esesntial, for publicity is 
too important to be left to haphazard methods. The forms of publicity might 
include, newspaper publicity, at regular intervals, also the use of radio, 
leaflets, a schedule of public speeches before civic organizations and clubs. 
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Great emphasis should be placed on the annual reports. Study other library 
reports. Report to your appropriating body the comparative figures of what 
you are doing well and certain other libraries that have more money 
than you. 


‘*A good trustee believes, as Dr. Paul Meek expressed it last night, “We 
are demonstrating ‘The gospel of service through the library’—it is the 
center of our instructional program’’. Our board believes this. That is the 
reason for our keen interest in our bookmobile service to 20 schools and 
over 6000 children. Again quoting Dr. Meek: “Books have a wonderful effect 
upon the minds and hearts of people and the children who know are the 
children who read.” For this reason we have established not only a library 
of books but one of large reproduction in color of famous paintings, each with 
a story of the picture and the author’s life and marked with the grade that 
can use that picture to best advantage. Old fashioned stereoscopes and pic- 
tures in units such as “Indians” and “Children of other lands’’ for the pri- 
mary grades, and Oh, Yes, we have the dolls—12 inches high to supplement 
the study of children in other lands. We will soon have a victrola and records 
of folk music from all lands to use with this unit, a costume library and 
many other unorthodox services. We believe these things are informational 
and are a legitimate library service. 


“The librarian carries out the details of the program according to the 
adopted policy. She is striving with all her intellect and physical strength 
to carry out the program that we, the trustees, have formulated. May we 
have the insight to be able to see what the majority of librarians are trying 
to do for us, and work with them in sincere cooperation toward eliminating 
illiteracy from Mississippi! 


“These are only a few of the duties of a trustee. If you ar willing 
to think, talk, eat, sleep, dream and have nightmares over your library— 
come on and be a trustee—it’s really lots of fun. (My service as Library 
Trustee has given me far more than I can ever contribute to the Library 
program. It has brought to me more genuine pleasure—even thrills, than 
any other thing except my family). I say thrills because it not only thrilled 
but electrified everyone of us at the Supervisors’ meeting September 2 
when they levied the one-half mill tax for the Lee County Library.” 


THE LIBRARY AND THE NEWSPAPER 
By Mary Cain, Editor 
SUMMIT SUN 


I could talk to you far beyond the 15 minutes allotted me, just about 
the men who have created books or who have said things about books that 
stay in one’s memory. I could take Bruce Barton’s statement that “a man 
may live in an attic or a cellar but it’s his own fault if his mind lives there, 
too,”? and could elaborate with much eloquence, upon the fact that since 
time immemorial, books have opened the doors of the past and present alike, 
and they make modern man the contemporary of all the ages. We can sit 
on a stump and talk with Julius Ceasar; we can sit in our living room and 
chat with Napoleon about his conquest of Europe; we can stroll along with 
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Lincoln and learn from him something of the worry he had in his efforts 
to preserve the Union and emancipate the slaves. 


Thomas Carlyle said, “The History of the world is but the biography of 
great men... all that mankind has done, thought, gained or been is lying 
as in magic preservation in the pages of books.” And I could remind you that 
librarians of today are custodians of this glorious history of the ages. 


Yes, I could wax eloquent, but all I could tell you would be facts already 
known to most of you and a waste of valuable time. Moreover, it would be 
utterly ridiculous for me, a newspaper woman, to come to you today, offer- 
ing statistics on the number of books read in the United States annually, or 
describing the types of books that “go over” best in libraries. 


It is not my role to tell you what I think of libraries of the State or the 
work they are doing. You, yourselves, as librarians, know whether you are 
accomplishing your purpose as custodians of the ages. But of this one fact 
I am sure: if you are mentally blaming the public because a pet scheme of 
yours in relation to your library has fallen through, don’t do it! 


In one sense, the librarian is an evangelist: at his or her finger-tips 
lies all the magic of the ages. If news of it is not spread abroad, the fault 
is clearly his, because that wonder is there in his hands, ready to be dispensed 
with discernment and wisdom. And here is where I come in. I do think I 
can talk to you with a measure of intelligence about this problem which 
adds up to one thing: a job of public relations. You know what you have 
to give your reading public; they don’t until you let them know. And here 
the newspaper comes into the picture, so I thought I’d tell you, very briefly, 


how newspapers can best serve you in furthering the unquestionably great 
work it is yours to do. 


First, cultivate your editor. Remember that you have a great deal in 
common. You are both striving to educate the public to higher standards. 
Make the editor your warm personal friend. 


Remember this: the editor is the one man who can make the public 
aware of your need. You’ll find him more than willing, nine times out of ten, 
to help you. He would probably tell you that Edgar Hoover has some inter- 
esting statistics on adolescents who read much and patronize libraries regu- 
larly . . . that there is little likelihood of such youth turning into gangsters. 
Yes, you’ll find your editor interested . . . if he’s worth his salt .. . in every 
phase of community life, eager to serve and willing to use every means at 
his command to help you. Cultivate him. Know him. 


Second, use your local newspaper, but use it intelligently. And don’t 
be hurt if you are not given front page space or great quantities of space... 
Remember that space is always at a premium but today it is REALLY at 
a premium, with paper supplies greatly curtailed and labor too costly for 
words. And remember further that a small space, used regularly, no matter 
where it is placed in the paper, will soon have a following . . . and probably 
a greater following than a larger space which contained a lengthy list of 
books or a review would ever have. People tire very easily. 


Now, how to use space when it is granted: I believe it is best to group 
your books, fiction, non-fiction, biographies, travel, etc. The interest of 
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people are so diversified, as I’m sure you librarians have found, that the 
discerning eye of the book-lover can glance through a list and almost in- 
stantly find the type of book he wants, but you will win new readers if you 
follow the plan of grouping your books. 


Perhaps you find it better to use a book review than a list of new 
books. If you do, by all means make it interesting. There is nothing on earth 
duller than a poorly written book review. It wins no readers for the book 
itself and simply succeeds in disgusting the editor with your careless use 
of his valuable space. 


As a newspaper woman, I have been impressed in recent years with 
the number of fine books being written by native Mississippians. We can 
hold our heads high in this respect. Our writers are comparable to those of 
any State in the Union, and personally, I feel that many are head and 
shoulders above their contemporaries. I am particularly proud of the man 
for whom I am pinch-hitting today; Hodding Carter of Greenville, my 
distinguished contemporary who combines his ability as an author with an 
exceptionally able and brilliant newspaper mind. 


But to get back to the main subject, which is to use the newspapers 
to advantage. On the masthead of the SUN, I carry this slogan, “The 
Summit Sun, The Newspaper with Personality.” I try to make the SUN just 
that. I try to make its pages breathe the spirit of our town. 


I believe the task of librarians is a similar one. Remember when you 
go to your local editor that he can editorialize for you ... he can give you 
space... he can even offer suggestions now and then... but his are the 
problems of the whole town and he can not devote his atention exclusively 
to libraries, however worthy they may be. This is the task of the librarian. 
It is she who must dream the dreams ... she who must have imagination, 
vision, the ability to make her library, even tho it be a one-room affair, as 
real to the book-lover as the fingers of his hand. She must, if you please, 
give her job personality! She can do it if she will. Librarian, dare to be in- 
teresting, original, imaginative, in your approach to the problem of public 
relations. It pays big dividends. 


The late Rebecca McCann used to say her pet boredom was poets 
who insisted on reading their poems to large gatherings, but at the risk of 
offending her greatly loved ghost, I want to give you one last slogan for 
your libraries, whatever their type. To me, books are definitely precious 
and the public needs to be educated to care for them. (In this connection, a 
hint from the librarian, through her space in the newspaper, on how to open 
a new book, a reminder of the tremendous amount of labor that goes into 
the making of a book and the shame of defacing its pages, etc., would not be 
amiss from time to time. 


Sometimes I find myself getting into the situation which caused Hazlitt 
to say, “I visit my friends occasionally just to look over my library.” I trea- 
sure my books and these are the words on my book-plates: 


[12] 




















BOOKS 


These are my homes. I live in them; 
Whatever my mood, now sad, now gay. 
Somewhere within them I find the way 
To go on living, and I love them. 
Carpeted, mayhap, with laughter, 
And curtained with a tear, 

Draped with subtlety or beauty 

And furnished, front to rear, 

With loveliness and wit, I love them. 
Enter, friend, and welcome .. . 

Take this easy chair... 

Relax, enjoy, but don’t forget: 

It’s MY home you share! 


BUSINESS SESSION: 


At 3:00 p. m. the Association delegates convened in the Hotel Convention 
Hall. Miss Anona Jenkins, of the Clarksdale Public Library, introduced by 
Mrs. Eunice Eley, led a discussion of general library problems. 


The discussion led into the question of the Library Survey and other 
business questions. After discussion of the value of the Survey, the Asso- 
ciation voted to sponsor it. 


The question of finance for the Survey in the state was discused. It 
was decided that the Association should raise some funds in addition to 
what is raised by the Citizens’ Library Movement. As Miss Bethany Swear- 
ingen of the Jackson Public Library, had been very successful in raising 
funds to meet the state quota of the Library Development Fund, she was 
nominated and elected to direct the raising of funds for the Survey. It was 
explained that a great deal of volunteer work on the Survey will be required 
of all librarians in the state if it is to be a success and have a real’ meaning. 
The discussions established three objectives that the Survey hopes to 
accomplish: 


1. The gathering of accurate and complete facts about present library 
service in the state from all types of libraries, from the smallest club library 
to the college and university libraries. 


2. The comparison of the present library service being given with the 
library service needed. 


3. The formulation of a plan for getting the type of library service 
needed, this plan to be made as a unit of the regional need. 


The following Survey Committee was appointed: 


Mrs. Augusta B. Richardson, Alcorn County Library, 
Chairman, representing county libraries 


Hodding Carter, Editor, Delta-Democrat Times 
Publicity Chairman 


Eleanor Harkins, Librarian, Delta State Teachers College, 
representing colleges and universities. 
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Dr. W. D. McCain, Department of Archives and History, 
representing special libraries 

Mrs. Eunice Eley, Secretary, Mississippi Library Commission, 
representing state agencies 

Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee, Librarian, Hinds Junior College, 
representing the Mississippi Library Association 

Anona Jenkins, Clarksdale Public Library, 
representing municipal libraries 

Elizabeth Wise, Hazlehurst & Jameson Jones, Corinth 
representing Citizens’ Library Movement 

Ruby Lyles Stutts, Librarian, Jackson College 
representing colored libraries 

Catherine Clark, representing school libraries 


Eleanor Zeis, Jackson, representing the Mississippi Branch of the 
American Association of University Women 


Wilma Sledge, representing Farm Bureau 
Dorothy Lee Black, Secretary Delta Council, Stoneville, Miss. 
Mrs. Julia B. Starnes, representing the State Library 
Mrs. Ralph Hester, Jackson, representing State P.T.A. 
Miss Ruth Gibbons, representing Junior high school libraries 
Bethany Swearingen, representing public libraries 
Maria Person, Gulfport, representing county libraries 
Mrs. Margaret Gresswell, Jackson, representing State 

Home Demonstration Clubs 
‘Mrs. Zelma Price, Greenville, member of the State Legislature 


Officers and committee reports were heard. The treasurer’s report was 
read. (Copy given at end of Business Meeting report.) 


Louise Williams, Librarian of the State Board of Health Medical 
Library, was elected to fill the unexpired term of Mrs. Lawrence Brisco who 
resigned as Secretary-Treasurer. 


The question of the fiscal year of the Association was discussed. After 
a great deal of discussion it was agreed that the constitution specified that 
the year began in January and that hereafter dues should cover the calendar 
year period and a membership card be issued each member specifying the 
period covered by the dues paid. Since there had been confusion regarding 
the time of the fiscal year and many who had paid dues at the meeting 
thought they were paying for the year beginning in October, it was agreed 
that these members should be credited with membership through 1947. 


A motion was made to raise the dues to $2.00. This motion was defeated. 


The Association voted to cooperate with the Mississippi Library Com- 
mission in issuing one number of Library News each year. At the sugges- 
tion of the Secretary of the Commission this will be the January issue. 
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A motion that the Association become a member of the American 
Library Association was approved. 


Miss Pearl Sneed, Librarian of the Jackson Public Library, gave an 
interesting account of the Atlanta Book Fair, which she attended. 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 








October 17 
1946 
RECEIPTS: 
Bank balance as per bank ledger sheet October 29, 1946................ $ 73.65 
November, 1945 deposited dues $209.73 
January, 1946 deposited dues 2.0.2.2... eeeceecceeecceecceeeeeees 11.50 
February, 1946 deposited dues 00....2..........cccceccceccceeeeeeeeees 2.00 
March, 1946 deposited dues —..............---.---cc-eecceeeceeeeeees 10.50 
April, 1946 SE MII isirsictscisecensnninisdienacisanentbion 2.50 
July, 1946 deposited dues (less 10c Exch. chg.) .... 5.40 
September, 1946 deposited dues _.....22.22...2.0.0.cceececeeeeeeeeeeeee 1.00 
October 2-17, 1946 deposited dues 22.0....2...2.2cecccsceeceneeeeeeeeeees 25.50 
TOCA POCO GERB ancicncnecenennsicnss--- 268.13 
TEED -cldcistetiarionaasabigieuanin $341.78 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
November, 1946 Hederman Bros. Printing 1945 
Programs ssshidcatiiiciieaaiiiaiiieata $ 10.50 
Incidental expenses of 1945 meeting ........ 35.31 
Expense fund for speakers .....................-.. 59.91 
Paid balance on Library 
Development Fund ....................--..---.-- 42.80 
Bank Exchange ................-..-.:--..-0--s0-<0- Al 
Total disbursements ................ 148.93 
Balance on hand October 17, 1946 .....2.2.-2.22-2.--.c-eecceeseeeeeeeeees $192.85 


BOOK DINNER 


The Book Dinner has become an annual affair and was particularly 
interesting at this meeting with Dr. Bell I. Wiley, Head of the Louisiana 
State University History Department, as guest speaker. Dr. William D. 
McCain, Director of the Department of Archives and History, was master 
of ceremonies. He introduced the speaker and other guests and told some of 
his experiences as Archivist in Italy during World War II. Two distinguished 
guest authors present were: Mrs. Norena Easterling and Mrs. Katherine 
Bellaman, both of Jackson. Each author spoke briefly of her books and 
the art of writing. 
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DR. BELL I. WILEY 
THE SOUTH: THE NATION’S NUMBER ONE OPPORTUNITY 


I. Introduction 


For several years it has been the fashion to speak of the South as the 
Nation’s Number One Economic Problem. The phrase was made popular by 
a report under that title made to President Roosevelt in the 1930’s. This 
report set forth the poverty, poor health, illiteracy, soil exhaustion, and 
general backwardnes of the South. While not denying woeful deficiencies 
of the South in these and other respects, I should like to call your attention 
to the South’s entries on the credit side of the ledger, to emphasize what 
the South has, rather than what it lacks, and to consider it as a land of 
opportunity rather than as land of hopeless want and enduring misery. It 
seems to me that the South contains ingredients of a thriving economy and 
an enviable culture and that it lies within its power to contribute greatly 
to the welfare of the nation. If only the South will seize the opportunity, it 
may become the nation’s pride instead of continuing to be a cause of shame 
and apology. 


II. The South is rich in natural resources. 


A. It is rich in land. Despite’ the fact that the Southeast alone has hope- 
lessly lost from erosion an area greater than that of the state of South 
Carolina, it still has an abundance of fertile soil. If properly utilized this 
land can sustain a population several times as great as that now living 
within the boundaries of Dixie. 


B. It is rich in forest products. Admitting that it has suffered grevious 
and irreparable losses from the reckless and extravagant methods of timber 
cutting, it is still relatively rich in forest resources. Of the nation’s total 
commercial forest area, the 9 states of the southeastern region contain 198,- 
000,000 acres or above 40%. The South’s fertile soil and benign climate 
will produce new pine forests in a remarkably short time. 


C. It is rich in minerals. It has iron and coal in abundance. The oil 
fields, already a source of enormous wealth, are being expanded greatly 
by important discoveries. It also has rich stores of copper, manganese, 
bauxite, clay, sand, gravel, lime and soapstone. 


D. Its numerous rivers flowing from the uplands to the lower country 
provide a limitless source of hydroelectric power. Recent developments in 
the Tennessee Valley are aford a suggestion of the fruits that may be 
derived from this tremendous resource. 


E. Rainfall, climate and long growing season combine with rich soil 
to give the South not only a steady succession of bumper crops, but also an 
enviable variety of production. Within her boundaries can be grown all the 
products required by man and nearly all of those desired by him. 


F. It is rich in animal life. Its streams and gulf waters teem with fish, 
and its fields and forest abound with quail, doves, and countless other 
forms of animal life. It is the nation’s most richly endowed playground. 
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III. The South is rich in Human resources 


The South has a much higher birthrate than any other section of the 
country. It is a land of large families. It is a land of children, of youth. Half 
the people in the Carolinas are under 19 years of age, while less than a 
third of California and Nevada’s population fall in this age group. This 
human productivity of the South is of special significance to Americans 
today, because of the decreasing fertility of the nation at large. The United 
States had 129,000,000 fewer children under five years of age in 1930 than 
in 1920—this marked the first decade in the country’s history that had shown 
a decrease in children. If this trend continues, it means not only that the 
nation will fail to hold its own in numbers, but that it will have to face an 
increasing problem in the care of the aged. In 1930 it was estimated that 
by 1950 or 1960 the a of people over 65 would be half again as 
large as in 1930. 


The South with its relatively greater prolificacy has the opportunity to 
help the nation preserve its vitality and youth. Already it has made an 
enormous contribution in this respect. Between 1900 and 1930 the southeast 
not only continued its own growth but made a contribution of some 3% 
million persons, mostly young people, to other sections of the country 
(Odum, 463). 


IV. The South now has a special opportunity of contributing to the nation’s 
well being and defense. 


A. Introduction of global flights, jet and rocket propelled missiles, and 
the atomic bomb have introduced a new era of warfare. In this new age, 
countries whose people and key industries are concentrated in large centers 
will be especially vulnerable. A few atom bombs dropped from planes, or 
thrust to their destination in huge rockets, or propelled by jet engines and 
guided by radio, will blot out entire cities. The best hope of a nation’s survi- 
val, and perhaps the only hope, lies in the diffusion of its industries over 
wide areas, and placing them near the sources of essential materials. The 
South has the space for such dispersion. It also has the minerals, other 
material resources, well-distributed over its vast expanses. It has the people 
to man the machines. It has a favorable climate. It has a net of streams 
utilizable both for hydroelectric enterprises and for transportation. In 
view of the peculiar situation presented by atomic weapons, those Southern 
leaders who are encouraging the immigration of industry from concentrated 
centers of the East and North are rendering the nation a vital service. 


V. The South’s opportunities carry with them enormous responsibilities. 

The future of the South, and to a large extent of the nation, depends 
on the use that is made of her enormous resources. Perhaps the most 
striking failure of the South’s past is the regrettable manner in which it has 
wasted these resources. If the waste continues in the future at the rate it 
has in the past, the South will sink to a level of misery, ignorance, and 
poverty that will make the dark days of Reconstruction look like a Golden 
Age of Happiness and prosperity. In order to realize its responsibilities to 
itself and the nation, the South must do certain things! 


A. Conserve its natural resources. 


[17] 











It must stop the wanton destruction of its forests and its animal life, 
and keep a close eye on the exploitation of its minerals. It must educate 
its farmers to a better use of land to prevent the soil from being carried 
away in the streams or being exhausted by the constant repetition of crops. 
The people must be taught not only to prevent further depletion of resources, 
but to repair the damage that has already been done. 


B. The South must conserve and make better use of human resources. 


1. It must make adequate provision for the health of its people. 
a. Prenatal clinics 
b. Venereal clinics 
c. Dental clinics 
d. A systematic program of vaccination. Health facilities must 
be taken to the people. 


C. It must provide better educational facilities 
1. More and better schools 
2. Better colleges (not more colleges) 
3. Better libraries, both in schools and in municipalities 
4. Better teachers. This is the rub. Buildings and books will be of 
little avail unless teachers with broad cultural training and with 
far-reaching vision are placed in the classrooms. 


D. It must concern itself with the improvement of all the people. Its 
richest potential lies in its plain people, white and black, and their better- 
ment is worthy of our best efforts. An uneducated, unhealthy, and unskilled 
citizenry is a drag on the region and on the nation. This is well-illustrated by 
our experience with Negroes in World War II. The United States employed 
about one million Negroes in all branches of the service. Most of these came 
from the South. Training of the Negroes proved difficult in the extreme, 
because of their lack of education, lack of experience in handling machinery 
and tools—adapting themselves to a war of machines—lack of a sense of 
responsibility that comes from owning property and holding positions of 
trust, and lack of group consciousness. It took twice as long to train many 
Negro units as it did other units of the same branch. Training of Negro 
officers presented a particular problem, and most civil and military leaders 
seem to agree that you can’t expect Negroes to have a heart for soldiering 
unless they have the opportunity at least of becoming officers. Much extra 
time and effort had to be expended also in teaching white men to read and 
in bringing them up to a level where they could absorb military instruction. 
From the standpoint of national defense as well as civil well-being in peace 
time, it is important that the South undertake to raise the educational and 
economic level of all its people. 

E. Make better use of its leisure. 


Cultivate reading, music and the arts and give less emphasis to “drink- 
ing cokes,” movies, bridge, and driving up and down the highways. The 
South is notoriously and shamefully illiterate, and the community’s so-called 
leaders are to a large extent responsible. To a regretable extent, they set 
the example. The highly cultured man in the South has relatively little 
chance of being elected to public office. Too frequently he has the reputation 
of being “queer” or peculiar. 
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VI. To meet these responsibilities the South must have money. 


A. It should seek Federal aid openly and without apology, particularly 
for education. 

B. It should seek to induce the immigration of industry, at the same 
time take precautions to seek only high type enterprises. It should not sell 
its soul for a mess of porridge by giving buildings and tax exemption to 
industries whose chief desire is to obtain labor for starvation wages and to 
avoid unionism. - 

C. Poverty is not the only cause of the South’s ills, but it is a funda- 
mental factor. Only by becoming prosperous can the South meet its social 
responsibilities. A major factor in the loss of the 3,500,000 people between 
1900-1930 was the lack of economic opportunity. Best professors, best law- 


yers, best writers migrate. To hold its best citizens, the South must become 
prosperous. 


VII. But economic prosperity is not in itself effecacious. 
A. South must have a change in outlook and emphasis. 


1. Must strive for the well-being of all the people. As education and 
earning power of the whole people increase, so will prosperity. 
Must give less concern to “keeping Nigger in his place” and more 
to making him a citizen who will pay his way in society. 

2. Must acquire more respect for scholarship, and less for oratory 
and show. 

8. Must indulge in more self-analysis and self-criticism. 

4. Must become more tolerant of differing opinions. 


SCHOOL LIBRARY SECTION BREAKFAST 


The first M L A section meeting of school librarians was a breakfast 
meeting at the Robert E. Lee Hotel on Saturday morning, October 19. 


In the absence of Miss Margaret Green of Kosciusko, Head of the 
M. E. A. Library section, Miss Barbara Chalfant, Biloxi School librarian, 
introduced Mis Catherine Clark, School Library Consultant with the 
State Department of Education, Miss Clark had charge of the program. 
She talked of the objectives of the library consultant and library services 
made available through the department. The ‘Teen Age Book Show film 
entitled: “Read today—Star Tomorrow,” was shown and a record of Stephen 
Meader’s, “Trap Lines North” was played. A display of books and library 
materials was on exhibit. The display included A.L.A. publications, Book- 
Week suggestions and primary books. The latter were loaned for the 
occasion by Mrs. Herbert, in charge of the book department of the Office 
Supply Company, Jackson. 


FIRST MEETING OF THE STATE SURVEY COMMITTEE 
On Saturday morning, October 19 at nine o’clock, the following members 
of the Survey Committee met at the Robert E. Lee Hotel: 


Augusta Richardson Ruby L. Stutts 
Gertrude Rowzee Eleanor Harkins 
Pearl Sneed Wilma Sledge 
Bethany Swearingin Margaret Gresswell 
Eunice Eley Eleanor Zeis 
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After a discussion of the present library situation in the state and the 
need for better libraries, it was pointed out that librarians, and those plan- 
ning for better library service, can be greatly aided in these plans if they 
know what informational material is needed by such agencies as the Farm 
Bureau, the Home Demonstration Clubs, the American Association of Univer- 
sity Women and others. These agencies are needed in the plan-making for 
better libraries. 


The meeting was adjourned to meet again after receiving directions 
from the regional office in Knoxville, Tennessee. 


1947 M L A MEMBERS 


(As stated in the minutes of the last Association meeting, the membership 
year for M. L. A. members will coincide with the calendar year—January 
through December. Members listed have paid dues the latter part of 1946 
or early 1947. Due to the change in policy concerning the membership 
period, it is possible that some names, eligible for 1947 membership, may 
have been omitted. If so notify the treasurer and have correction made. 
Names of members received after publication of this bulletin will be listed 
in later issues of the bulletin.) 





Abbreviations 

Lib.—Library 

Ln.—Librarian 
Asst.—Assistant 


NAME LIBRARY TOWN 
Adams, Thelma, Ln. Tylertown High School Lib. 

Anderson, Mary Agnes, Ln. Belhaven College Lib. Jackson 
Armstrong, Geraldine Miss. State College for Women Lib. Columbus 


Ashford, Margaret 
Bacot, Mabel, Ln. 


Goodwin Institute Lib. 
George S_ Gardner High School Lib. 


Memphis, Tenn. 
Laurel 


Barton, Kate Turnor Miss. State College for Women Lib. Columbus 
Baskervill, Sarah H. Jackson 
Basett, Mary H., Ln, Southern Christian Institute Edwards 
Baxter, Mrs. J. W. Department of Archives & History Jackson 
Berry, Mamie L., Ln. Tupelo High School 
Bignell, Dorothea Library Instructor, 

School of Education University 
Birchett, Mary M., Ln. Vicksburg Public Lib. 
Bizzell, Ora, Ln. Shelby High School Lib. 
Boudousquire, Mrs. C,_ G. Crystal Springs Public Lib. 
Bowles, Julia Library Commission Jackson 
Bradley, Mrs. J. W., Ln. Gulfport Carnegie Lib. 
Brister, Mable, Ln. Hazlehurst High School 
Bunch, Corrie L., Ln. Pearl River Junior College Poplarville 
Burnett, Mrs. Myrna T. Acting Asst., State Lib. Jackson 
Chalfant, Barbara, Ln. Biloxi High School Lib. 
Clark, Catherine School Lib. Consultant, Dept, of Ed. Jackson 
Claudia, Sister Mary, Ln. St. Mary of the Pines Chatawa 
Collins, Alice R. Catalog Librarian University 
Comfort, Nancy Love Loan Librarian University 
Couty, Martha Library Commission Jackson 
Cox, Terry Jane, Ln. Meridian Public Lib. 
Culbertson, Beulah, Ln. Miss. State College for Women Lib. Columbus 
Dakin, Elizabeth, Asst. Ln. Delta State Teachers College Cleveland 
Davis, Whitman, Lon. University Lib. University 
Derden, Mrs M. P., Ln. Ricks Memorial Public Lib. Yazoo City 
Edmiston, Olive K., Ln. Forrest County Public Lib. Hattiesburg 
Eggleston, Hallie, Ln. All Saints College Vicksburg 
Eley, Mrs. Eunice, Secretary Library Commision Jackson 
Evans, Mrs. Mary E. General Lib., State College 
Finger, Mary Joan, Ln. Clarksdale High School 
Flanagan, Mrs. Elizabeth C. Vicksburg Public Lib. 
Foster, Mrs. M M., Trustee Lee County Public Lib. Tupelo 
Gibbons, Ruth. Ln. F. E. Bass Jr.-Sr. High School Lib. Greenville 
Griffeth, E. Faye, Ast. Ln. Grenada County Public Lib. Grenada 
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NAME 


Guess, Mary Ellen, Ln. 
Harkins, Eieanor, Ln. 
Hatchett, Mary Alice 

Heard, Lucy E., Ln. 
Holladay, Ada, Ln. 

Hutchens, Mrs. C, P., Ln. 
Irion, Grey, Ln. 

Jenkins, Anona, Children’s Ln. 
Johnson, Mrs. Sudie K., Cataloger 
Jones, Elizabeth, Ln. 

Jones, Jameson C., Trustee 
Kemper, Alice, Ln. 

Kirk, Mrs. John, Children’s Ln. 
Koffman, Mrs. J. O 

Lamb, Lucy, Ln. 

McCune, Mrs. W. E., Trustee 
Magee, Miss Mary Jo, Asst. Ln. 
Money, Mrs. Irene S., Ln. 
Montague, Mrs_ Billie, La. 
Montgomery, Mrs. Zana G., Asst. Ln. 
Moore, Mrs. C. P., Ln. 
Moore, Mrs. Norman, Trustee 
Nield, Zaidee 

O’Neal, Mrs. Alice, Ln. 
Oswalt, Mrs. Frank, Ln. 
Owens, Martha 

Parkinson, Mrs. Mabel B., Ln. 
Peacock, Lucille, Ln. 

Perrault, Katrina A., Ln. 
Person, Maria F., Ln. 

Porter, Mrs. Edward H., Children’s Ln. 
Powell, Eloise M., Ln. 

Reed, Mrs. Victor, Ln. 

Reid, Frances, Ln. 

Reynolds, Elizabeth, Ln. 

Rice, Nannie, Ln : 
Richardson, Mrs. Augusta, Ln. 
Robbins, Willie Dee, Ln. 
Robinson, Virginia C. 
Rowland, Mrs. Dunbar 
Rowzee, Mrs. Gertrude, Ln. 
Saville, Mahala 

Simmons, Mrs. Benjamin, Ln. 
Smith, H. Sanders, Ln. 

Sneed, Pearl, Ln. 

Sowell, Reba T., Chief Ln. 
Spitchley, Mrs. J. B., Ln. 
Stansel, Mrs. Horace, Trustee 
Starnes, Julia Baylis, Ln. 
Suddeth, Mrs. Vernon 
Swearingen, Bethany, Ref. Ln. 
Sykes, Augusta 

Thompson, Elliot, Ln. 

Tipton, Florence 

Tuttle, Pearl N. 

Wade, Mrs. F. D. 

Walker, Mrs. Olga, Ln. 
Weaver, Mrs R. M., Trustee 
Webb, Tillie, Ln. 

Wilder, Mrs. Annette B., Ln. 
Williams, Louise, Ln. 
Williams, Mrs. S. M., Asst. 
Wilson, Hoyland Lee, Ln 
Wise, Elizabeth, Trustee 
Wood, Ludie, Ln. 

Woodson, Mrs. Lucile W., Ln. 


LIBRARY 


El + School 


PA 
Deita State Teacners College 
Carnegie Public Lib. 
West Point Public Lib. 
Meridian Junior College 
Yazoo City High School 
Columbus Public Schools 
Carnegie Public Lib. 
Jackson Public Lib 
Grenada County Lib. 
Alcorn County Public Lib. 
hkosedale Consolidated School 
Jackson Public Lib. 
Vicksburg Public Lib. 
Blue Mountain College Lib. 
Holmes County Public Lib. 
Mississippi Southern College 
Holmes County Public Lib. 
Holmes Junior College 
Ricks Memorial Public Lib. 
Purvis Public Lib. 
Vicksburg Public Lib. 
Library Supervisor, Public Schools 
Rolling Fork High School 
Copiah Lincoln Junior College 
Jackson Public Lib. 
Central High School 
Evans Memorial Public Lib. 
Fisk Public Lib. 
Harrison County Public. Lib. 
Vicksburg Public Lib. 
Tallahatchie County Public Lib. 
Charleston High School 
Pascagoula High School 
Leland High School 
Mississippi State College 
Alcorn County Public Lib. 
Forrest County A. H. S. 
Miss. State College for Women Lib. 





Hinds Junior College 
R¢ference Ln. 

Moss Point High School 
Greenwood Public Library 
Jackson Public Library 
Veteran’s Home 
Hazlehurst Public Lib. 
Library Commission Board 
State Law Library 
Jackson Public Lib. 
Jackson Public Lib. 

Miss. State College for Women Lib. 
Amory High School 
Jackson Publie Lib. 
State College Lib. 


Aleorn A. H. S. 

Alcorn Co. Public Lib. 

Greenwood High School 
Demonstration School, M. S. C. 
Medical Library, S. B. H. 

Harrison County Lib. 

Carnegie Public Lib. 

Hazlehurst Publie Lib. 

Pontotoe Public Lib. 

U. S. Waterways Experiment Station 
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TOWN 
Jackson 


Cleveland 
Clarksdale 


Clarksdale 


Grenada 
Corinth 


Durant 
Hattiesburg 
Lexington 
Goodman 
Yazoo City 


Vicksburg 
Wesson 


Jackson 
Aberdeen 
Natchez 
Gulfport 


Charleston 


Corinth 
Brooklyn 
Columbus 
Jackson 
Raymond 
University 


Biloxi 


Ruleville 
Jackson 


Columbus 


Hazlehurst 
Kossuth 
Corinth 


Hattiesburg 
Jackson 
Gulfport 
Clarksdale 


Vicksburg 











YOU ARE INVITED 
to join 
THE MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
By 
Eleanor Harkins, M. L. A. Membership Chairman 


Individual—$1.00 
Annual dues: 
Institutional—$2.50 


The Mississippi Library Association is self-sustaining. It has just one 
source of funds: ITS MEMBERS. Membership is dependent upon the pay- 
ment of dues ANNUALLY—anytime after January 1, or before December 
31, entitles you to membership for the calendar year. 


HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES FOR 1947? 


If not send dues to Miss Louise Williams, Health Department Library, Old 
Capitol, Jackson 


PARTICIPATING MEMBERS IN THE MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING BENEFITS EACH YEAR 
OF MEMBERSHIP— 


1. Four issues of Library News—a news bulletin about library affairs in 
Mississippi and other states. This publication is issued by the Mississippi 
Library Commission. The 1946 session of M.L.A. voted to cooperate with 
the Library Commission in the publication of the January issue each year. 
This is to be a special M. L. A. issue. 


2. The right to vote at the regular meetings of the Association, thus 
having a voice in policy making and in the election of officers. 


3. Automatic membership in the SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARY ASSO- 
CIATION—no further payment of dues. 


4. A Certificate of Membership Card— 


THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Privileges of Being a Member 
By 
Anna M. Roberts 
State A L A Membership Chairman 


In checking over the names of members in the current issue of the 
American Library Association Handbook, there are many Mississippi 
Librarians, library trustees, and institutions not listed. Perhaps they feel 
that they have never been invited to join, or have just neglected to send 
in an application. It may be that some have forgotten to renew their mem- 
bership. 


The Association is constantly alert in seeking opportunities for extend- 
ing and improving library service. It is continuously concerned with solving 
problems of securing adequate financial support for libraries, with profes- 
sional education, standards, salaries and employment. Its publishing program 
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brings into print many important publications each year of direct aid to 
library work. 


All libraries and librarians, whether county, special, university, school 
or public, derive benefit from the achievement of the A. L. A. The national 
Association would be able to accomplish its task far more effectiveiy, if it 
had back of it the moral and financial support which every library can give 
by enrolling as a member. 


All members will receive the ALA Bulletin, a monthly publication which 
carries news, articles and reports of the Association’s activities. Institutional 
. memberships receive the Handbook which carries a list of offices, directory 
of ALA members, state associations, extension agencies and library schools. 


It is asking you for that support. Will you not respond to this invitation 
by sending your application with the correct fee for membership to the 
Membership Department, American Library Association, 50 East Huron 
Street, Chicago 11, Illinois? 


Membership 


Memberships of the Association consist of: 

a. Library Members—all members who are or have been employed in 
library service or related activities or who have been enrolled in or 
graduated from a library school. 

b. Trustee Members—all members who are trustees or former trustees 
of libraries. 

ce. Lay Members—all other nonlibrary members interested in the 
work of the Association. 

d. Institutional Members—libraries and other institutions interested 
in the work of the Association. 


Membership is based on the following salary scale: 








Librarians 
If your salary is: Annual dues are: If your salary is: Annual dues are: 
Under $1201 annually ~............ $ 2.00 $3001-$4000 annually .... ........... $ 6.00 
1201-1500 annually ...................... 3.00 4001-5000 annually .................. 8.00 
1501-2100 annually -............0....... 4.00 5001-and over annually .......... 10.00 
2101-3000 annually ...................... 5.00 

Trustees and Lay Members 

Library Trustees .....................-...--. $3.00 Lay Members ......................---------- $3.00 

Institutions 
If the library income is: Dues Are: 
EEE SSO ee Ee PR eR eT $ 5.00 
Over $20,000, up to and including $40,000 ' .. 10.00 
Over $40,000, up to and including $70,000 22220222222 eceeeeeeeeeeteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 15.00 





[23] 











BOOK WEEK CELEBRATION 
November 10-16, 1946 


The following reports of successful observance of Book Week have 
come to the Library Commission: 


Scott County. “Our Book Week celebration has helped more than 
anything we have done to put the library ‘on the map’. We had 415 visitors 
and 36 new borrowers. The State Library Commission was of invaluable 
help to us in planning for Book Week, by furnishing books of suggestion, 
books and posters for the display. Assistance was furnished also by the fed- 
erated clubs, the newspapers, business firms and grade-teachers, who loaned 
furniture, provided flowers, gave publicity, served refreshments, and brought 
the children to the library. Some activities were: A story hour, quiz 
contest, and presenting of book mark favors.” 


Pontotoc County. “‘An attractive display of books on the theme, “Books 
are Bridges”, was placed in a drug store window. The exhibit was arranged 
by the members of the Woman’s Club. On Friday evening of Book Week 
the Harvest Festival for benefit of the library was held at the school audi- 
torium. Mrs. Eley, Secretary of the Library Commission, was present and 
talked, briefly, on the place of a library in the community. She was parti- 
cularly complimentary of the public spirit shown by various groups and 
people throughout the county in contributing produce to be sold for library 
benefit. This is an annual event and throughout the county people look 
forward to the auction sale which benefits the library. The school auditorium 
was piled with commodities of all descriptions and kinds—from a sack of 
potatoes to a jar of fruit and handmade quilts. Merchants contributed goods 
and services such as automobile tires and tubes, cement building blocks, 
nails, furniture, hair cuts, permanent waves, a steak dinner and various 
items. No bottle of coca-cola sold for less than $1.00. The auctioneer,. a 
professional, was a showman and good entertainer. In addition to the 
auction all schools in the county presented their representatives in a 
quartet contest, for which prizes were given. 


The auction was sponsored by the Child Welfare Club of Pontotoc and 
the outstanding phase of the activity was that the work for the auction 
was done by interested volunteer groups and not by the librarian. The sale 
of contributed articles brought in $500.00 to buy books for the Pontotoc 
County Library.”’ 


Houston. Book Fair. The Carnegie Public Library Board of Houston, 
decided to have a Book Fair in celebration of Book Week. The Board was 
assisted by the Houston Schools, the Citizens’ Library Committee, the 
newspapers, and clubs of the city. 


The library was made most attractive by a large display of books 
furnished by publishers, and loaned by the State Library Commission. Those 
from publishers were placed on sale and the profit turned over to the library. 
The Brooks Art Gallery of Memphis, Tennessee, loaned a collection of 
modern art. The council of American-Soviet Friendship rented to the library 
a fine display of pictures painted by Russian children. Films, that were 
shown to the high school, were rented to the library by the University of 
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Alabama. Children’s book records were played at the children’s hour in 
the library. A club member told stories to children one afternoon. 


Each day of the week was planned for special visitors to the library 
with speakers and interesting programs. Women’s clubs acted as hostess 
on different days, served refreshments or sold sandwiches. Some of the 
speakers for the various programs through the week were W. T. Person 
of Greenwood, who spoke to the Exchange Club (which is a member of the 
Citizens’ Library Movement), Paul Flowers, of the Memphis Commercial 
Appeal, Mrs. Eunice Eley from the State Library Commission. Mrs. L. B. 
Reid, Chairman of the Book Fair Committee, and wife of the late L. B. 
Reid whose portrait hangs in the library as a memorial to his efforts in 
securing money for building the library in 1908, writes that their town 
has never cooperated so wholeheartedly on any one project as they did for 
the Book Fair. 

STATE NEWS 


Mrs. Martha Swearingen Howard, who served with the overseas library 
service for a year and was later assigned to one of the camp libraries at 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, has recently been transferred to the library 
at Foster General Hospital, Jackson. Miss Alice Amsler is in charge of the 
Medical Library at Foster General. 


Dr. William D. McCain, Director of the Department of Archives and 
History, and newly-elected vice-president of the Society of American Archi- 
vists, has been nominated as one of the members of the Board of Trustees 
of the Colonial Research Foundation, Inc., for 1946-47. 


Miss Bethany Swearingen, Reference Librarian at the Jackson Public 
Library, attended the mid-winter meeting of the American Library Asso- 
ciation in Chicago, December 26-29, 1946. Among other sessions attended 
Miss Swearingen reports an interesting meeting of librarians to discuss 
plans for setting up the Library Demonstration if the Library Service Dem- 
onstration Bill is passed by Congress. 


Mr. Nat Whitten, Jackson, who is a student at the Columbia University 
Library School, visited the Library Commission during the holiday vacation. 


Mr. Saunders Smith has resigned as librarian of the Greenwood Public 
Library to enter the University of Chicago where he will complete his 
academic studies and will later enter library school. Miss Dorothy Hayes, 
who has been library assistant, has been appointed head librarian and Miss 
Alice Wheatly has been made assistant. 


On February 14th Miss Catherine Clark will be married to Dr. Charles 
Thompson of Columbia. Since August 1946, Miss Clark has held the position 
as School Library Consultant with the State Department of Education. 
Before accepting this position she was library assistant with the State 
Library Commission and formerly was school librarian in several of the 
larger high schools of the state. 


Greenville Public Library 
Miss Amanda Worthington, who has given many years of service as 
librarian at the Greenville Public Library, recently tendered her resigna- 
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tion, due to ill health. A new library board was appointed by the City 
Council and the library reorganized under the latest state public library 
law—(Senate Bill 166, 1938). The city appropriation was increased by 
$4,000, thus giving a total budget of almost $10,000. The Washington County 
Board of Supervisors contribute $1,200 annually to the above fund. County 
people may have access to the books but no provision is made for taking 
books to them or for establishing county stations. The following members 
of the Library Board were appointed: 














Mr. William C. Keady for 5 years 
Mrs. Jerome Hafter for 4 years 
Mr. Hodding Carter. for 3 years 
Mr. Hilton Waites for 2 years 
Mrs. Ben Wilkes, Chairman for 1 year 





The board has appointed Mrs. R. L. Flynn as head librarian. She will 
assume her duties February first. Mrs. Flynn, was before her marriage, 
Mary Elizabeth Eley of Moss Point. She has a library sceince degree from 
Peabody Library School. She has held positions as school librarian at Ocean 
Springs and the University of Mississippi High School, as assistant in the 
State Library, Jackson, and for the past five years, as camp librarian at 
Camp Shelby, Mississippi. 


Leland Library 


After a great deal of work and publicity the Leland Library was opened 
in November 1946, with an appropriation from the city Board. The library 
is being sponsored by the Beta Gamma Book Club. A nice collection of books 
was assembled through purchase, donations and 200 books loaned by the 
Library Commission. The library is located in an attractive one-room 
building near the business section. Mrs. Beatrice Reynolds has been placed 
in charge of the library. The library committee is: 


Mrs. Clyde Thomas, Chairman 
Mrs. D. S. Flanagan 

Mrs. E. W. Durman 

Mrs. Wood Thompson 

Mr. Hilton Waite 

Mr. James B. Arnold 


Hattiesburg Public Library 


The Hattiesburg Public Library Budget committee, composed of Mr. 
Sidney S. Berry, Chairman of the Library Board of Trustees, Mr. E. A. 
Kernaghan, Vice Chairman, and Miss Frances Davis, Librarian, requested 
of the Mayor and Commissioners, increase of the library budget from 6-10 
of a mill to one mill. (Chapter 213, Senate Bill No. 195, 1944) The request, 
which was unanimously approved by the City Board, became effective 
October first, 1946. The anticipated annual revenue for the library is $19,000 
and the budget has been adopted on this basis. 


Sydney S. Berry 
Mr. Berry has resigned as Chairman of the Hattiesburg Public Library 
Board, as he has moved from the city. The librarian writes, “Mr. Berry has 
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been Chairman since the library was only a ‘brain child’, having been 
appointed in the fall of 1927. The library was built and opened in May of 
1930. In view of his great service the Board of Trustees voted to make him 
a life long honorary member of the Board.”’ 


Assistant Librarian appointed 
Miss Louise McDonald became assistant librarian of the Hattiesburg 
Public Library October, 1946. Miss McDonald is a graduate of Peabody 
Library School and was librarian of Service Club Number One at Camp 
Shelby from June 1945 to September 1946 when the camp libraries were 
closed. 


Among visitors to the Library Commission in January was Mrs. C. P. 
Moore, in charge of the Public Library in Purvis. Mrs. Moore finds it best, 
when possible, to come to the Library Commission and select books to be 
borrowed by her library patrons rather than ordering them by mail. In 
this way she has a larger choice, avoids getting duplicates, and can find 
material suited for special readers. 


Jackson—Area Library Association 

On the evening of December the eighteenth, 1946, libraries in the Jackson 
area met in the home of Mrs. Eunice Eley, 950 East Fortification Street, 
Jackson. The feature of the meeting was a talk by Dr. William D. McCain, 
Director of the Department of Archives and History. Dr. McCain told 
interesting incidents of his work as United States Archivist during World 
War II in Italy where he was stationed for many months. His department 
was responsible for preserving Italian documents and records that filled 
eleven freight trains or 385 cars. These documents, which might otherwise 
have been destroyed, were turned over to the Italian government after the 
war. One statement of Dr. McCain’s, which struck a familiar note and 
made librarians present feel a kinship with Italian librarians, was that 
the public librarian, with whom he worked in Lombordia, Italy, complained 
to occupation forces that her budget was too small and should be increased. 
Upon the recommendation of Dr. McCain the library budget was greatly 
increased. 


Judge W. D. Anderson, a special guest, gave some recollections of 
early days in Mississippi. 


After a social period, the question of a permanent library association 
was discussed. It was decided to organize a Jackson-Area Library Asso- 
ciation, to keep the organization informal and to have three meetings each 
year, in the fall, winter and spring. Dr. McCain was selected as the chairman 
with Miss Louise Williams as co-chairman. They will select a committee 
to work with them on plans for a spring meetings. 


Those attending the meeting were: 


Name Position 
Dr. W. D. McCain Department of Archives and History, 
° Jackson 
Mrs. Virginia Baxter—Cataloger Department of Archives and History, 
Jackson 
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Name 
Mrs. Sudie Johnson—Cataloger 
Mrs. Vernon Suddeth 
Mrs. Marie Kirk—Children’s Ln. 
Mrs. Myrna Burnett—Acting Asst. 
Miss Louise Williams—Librarian 
Miss Mary Agnes Anderson—Ln. 
Miss Shirley Chichester—Librarian 
Mrs. Mable B. Parkinson—Librarian 
Miss Sarah H. Baskervill, Jackson 
Miss Mary Bassett—Librarian 
Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee—Librarian 
Miss Cornelia Eastland—Librarian 
Mrs. Martha S. Howard—Librarian 
Miss Alice Amsler—Librarian 


Miss Martha Couty—Cataloger 

Miss Julia Bowles—Reference Ln. 
Miss Louise Bergin—Clerical Asst. 
Mrs. Eunice Eley—Executive Sec. 


Judge W. D. Anderson, Jackson 


Position 
Jackson Public Library, Jackson 
Jackson Public Library, Jackson 
Jackson Public Library, Jackson 
State Library, Jackson 
Public Health Library, Jackson 
Belhaven College, Jackson 
Millsaps College, Jackson 
Central High School, Jackson 


Southern Christian Institute, Edwards 

Hinds Junior College, Raymond 

Hinds County Library, Raymond 

Foster General Hospital, Jackson 

Medical Library, Foster General 
Hospital, Jackson 

Mississippi Library Commission, 
Jackson 

Mississippi Library Commision, 
Jackson 

Mississippi Library Commission, 
Jackson 

Mississippi Library Commission, 
Jackson 


SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION—Mississippians attendings 


The following attended the meeting of the Southeastern Library Asso- 
ciation in Asheville, North Carolina, October 23-29, 1946. 





Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee, Librarian, Hinds Junior College, Raymond 
Mrs. Augusta Richardson, Corinth 

Catherine Clark, Library Consultant with Department of Education 
Ruth Gibbons, Greenville 

Maria Person, Gulfport 

Barbara Chalfant, Biloxi 

Frances Davis, Hattiesburg 

Mr. Whitman Davis, University of Missisippi 

Eleanor Harkins, Delta State, Cleveland 

Elizabeth Dakin, Delta State, Cleveland 

Mrs. Horace Stansel, Ruleville 

Margaret Peebles, State College 

Eunice Eley, Executive Secretary, Mississippi Library Commission 


PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE DEMONSTRATION 
Now S. 48 


BILL 


The following article dated January 7, partially quoted below, received 
from Paul Howard, Director, A.L.A. National Relations Office, Washington, 
D. C., will be of special interest to all who are concerned with the promo- 
tion of better libraries in Mississippi. 
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“Introduction on January 6, by Senator Lister Hill of Alabama and 
Senator George D. Aiken of Vermont, S. 48 passed its 1st and 2nd reading 
and was referred to the Senate Committee on Labor and Public Welfare 
under the Chairmanship of Senator Robert Robert A. Taft of Ohio. 


The bill, as introduced, included the amendments incorporated by the 
Senate last year. An adequate number of copies have been ordered and will 
be available. 50 copies will be sent to each State Federal Relations Commit- 
tee and inore will be available on request.” 


Thoug! some Mississippians sent telegrams and wrote letters to our 
members of Congress last year when the bill was being discussed, our state 
did not go “all out” in support of the bill, which would give us a minimum 
of $25,000 per year for a five year period for a Public Library Demonstration 
and $50,000 additional funds if matched. We can hardly imagine a state 
that needs money for libraries more than Mississippi does, but it will not 
come without effort. If we want the bill passed our representatives must be 
impressed with this fact. The money given will be state controlled and the 
federal government will have no“strings’”’ on it. The Secretary of the Mis- 
sissippi Library Commission, as State Coordinator of the Federal Relations 
Committee, will receive the 50 copies of the bill. Persons interested in the 
bill may get copies from the LIBRARY COMMISSION and get ready to 
make a greater effort to get more funds for BETTER LIBRARIES FOR 
MISSISSIPPI. ARE YOU INTERESTED IN RECEIVING FEDERAL 
FUNDS TO DEMONSTRATE JUST WHAT GOOD LIBRARY SERVICE 
IS? If so will you write for a copy of this bill, study it and get ready to 
help promote it? 
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